Notes on Verbs 
A verb is a word that expresses a physical or mental action.  Three types:


1.  action verbs


2.  linking verbs


3.  helping verbs or auxiliary verbs
· Action verbs tell what is occurring, has occurred, or will occur.  


Ex.  Sarah swung from the rope into the lake.


        Emma ran the Boston Marathon.

· Linking verbs link the subject of a sentence to a word in the predicate.  Some linking verbs are am, are, is, was, were, be, being, been, etc.  Some linking verbs express conditions, such as appear, become, feel, look, remain, sound, and taste. The verbs grow, feel, and taste can be either action or linking. To know if the verb is linking or not, substitute the verb with the word is.  If it still makes sense, it is a linking verb.
· Helping verbs, also called auxiliary verbs, are combined with verbs to form verb phrases.  Some common helping verbs are the forms of be, and had, do, might, would, will, could, and would.

· A predicate noun is a noun that comes after a linking verb. 



Ex.  Dr. Willis is a dentist.  

· A predicate adjective is an adjective that comes after a linking verb.  This adjective describes something about the subject.



Ex.  The coach looked very intense during football practice.

Verbals

· A gerund is a verb ending in  -ing that functions as a noun.  Gerunds may become subjects or objects of a sentence.


Example as a subject:  Wasting cardboard is bad for the environment.  In this 
example, Wasting is the gerund because it is a verb ending in –ing and is also 
acting as the subject of the sentence.


Example as an object:  She escaped her daily routine by reading.  In this 
example, reading is the gerund because it is a verb ending in –ing and is also the 
object of the preposition.

· Infinitives are formed by placing the word to in front of the base form of the verb.  The infinitive can be used in a sentence as a noun, adjective, or adverb.


As a noun:  I need to time the cooking of the meat for exactly thirty minutes.


In this sentence, the infinitive is used as an object.


As an adjective:  She needed a house to call her own.  In this sentence, the 
infinitive is used as an adjective describing the noun, house.

As an adverb: The guest showed his cards to prove he wasn’t cheating.  The 
infinitive in this sentence acts as an adverb by answering the question, “Why did 
he 
show his cards?” Thus, the infinitive acts as an adverb modifying the verb, 
showed.

· A participle is a word that is formed from a verb but is used as an adjective. There are four kinds of participles: past, present, perfect, and passive.


Past participle:  to make a verb into a past participle, simply add en or ed to the 
base form of the verb.  For example:  eat = eaten, starve = starved, bleed = bled, 
read = read.   The sunken living room looks great in your house.
Present participle – to make a verb into a present participle, add ing to the verb. Growing restless, the travelers left the airport.
Perfect participle – to make a verb into a perfect participle, place the word having in front of the past participle form of the verb.  Having flown to Paris, Billy felt lost because he couldn’t speak French.


Passive participle – to make a verb into a passive participle, place the words 
having been in front of the past participle form of the verb.  (make = having been
 
made, solve = having been solved, etc.)  Having been carved out of onyx, the 
statues were shiny and smooth.

